Queeny Civic Congress
P.O. Box 238, Flushing, NY 11363 (718) 343-6779 fax: (718) 225-3366
WWW.queensciviccongress.org queensciviccongr@aol.com

President: Executive Vice President: Secretary: Treasurer:
Corey Bearak Patricia Dolan Seymour Schwartz James Trent
Vice Presidents: Founders:

Tyler Cassell  Richard Hellenbrecht Paul Kerzner David Kulick President Emeritus Sean Walsh
Barbara Larkin Audrey Lucas  Kathy Masi Nagassar Ramgarib Albert Greenblatt
Harbachan Singh Edwin Westley  Dorothy Woo Robert Harris

August 24, 2009

Hon. David Paterson
Governor
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

RE: Public Authorities legislation
Dear Governor Paterson:

On behalf of the Queens Civic Congress, an umbrella organization for more than 110
community and neighborhood based groups representing tenants, co-op and condo owners and
homeowners living in every part of Queens, we write to to express support for legislation
awaiting your signature into law to introduce much needed oversight and sunlight into the
administration of public authorities that operate in New York State. Reports that you and Mayor
Bloomberg gang up on sound and necessary efforts to reform the state authorities and bring some
transparency and accountability to the MTA, the NYC Industrial Development Agency, the State
Dormitory Authority, the New York State Thruway Authority, the New York City Economic
Development Corporation and other agencies that borrow and spend billions, sell assets and
pretty much operate under the public radar.

These quasi-independent agencies continue to operate — and have done so for decades —
free of any meaningful oversight from elected officials or the legislature.

The Mayor's expressed concerned that regulation would slow down projects like Atlantic
Yards, which the MTA made possible by selling development rights to public property far below
market value, actually demonstrates the need for this important and much-required reform.

The question Queens Civic Congress and many concerned New Yorkers pose to you as
our Governor and the Mayor remains: “What's wrong with public oversight? — and what's wrong
with public authorities obtaining fair value for the sale of public property? Absolutely no reason
exists for you to do anything but embrace and sign what began during your service as Lt.
Governor as a Governor's signature reform measure — and good government demands that you
sign it into law. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Corey Bearak Patricia Dolan
President Executive Vice President
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Association of Old Forest Hills ¢ Auburndale Improvement Association ¢ Bayside Civic Database ¢ Bayside Clear-
Spring Council ¢ Bayside Hills Civic Association ¢ Bayswater Civic Association ¢« Bay Terrace Community Alliance,
Inc. ¢ Bay Terrace Cooperative Section 1 ¢ Bellaire-BellVill Civic Association ¢ Belle Harbor Property Owners
Association ¢ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association ¢ Bellerose Hillside Civic Association ¢ Bell Park Manor
Terrace Community Council ¢ Bowne Park Civic Association ¢ Briarwood Community Association ¢ Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners Association ¢ Cambria Heights Civic Association ¢ Civic Association of Utopia Estates ¢
C.0.M.E.T. (Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ¢ Concerned Citizens of Laurelton ¢ Cornucopia Society
+ Creedmoor Civic Association ¢ Deerfield Area Association « Doug-Bay Manor Civic Association ¢ Douglas Manor
Association ¢ Douglaston Civic Association ¢ Dutch Kills Civic Association of Long Island City ¢ East EImhurst
Corona Civic Association ¢ East Flushing Civic Association ¢ Federated Block Associations of Laurelton ¢ Federation
of Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ¢ Floral Park Community Council ¢ Flushing Heights Civic Association ¢
Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers Association ¢ Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce ¢ Forest Hills Crescents Association
¢ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ¢ Fresh Meadows Homeowners Association ¢ Georgetown Mews ¢ Glendale
Civic Association of Queens ¢ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ¢ Greater Astoria Historical Society ¢ Greater
Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ¢ Harding Heights Civic Association ¢ Hillcrest Estates Civic Association ¢
Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #3 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 ¢ Hollis
11423 Block Association ¢ Hollis Hills Civic Association ¢ Holliswood Civic Association ¢ Hollis Park Gardens
Association ¢ Holly Civic Associatione Hyde Park Gardens Cooperative ¢ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ¢
Jamaica Estates Association ¢ Jamaica Hill Community Association ¢ Juniper Park Civic Association ¢ Kew Gardens
Civic Association ¢ Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners Association ¢ Kew Gardens Improvement Association ¢
Kissena Park Civic Association ¢ Little Neck Bay Civic Association ¢ Little Neck Pines ¢ Long Island City Alliance ¢
Malba Civic Association ¢ Meadowlark Gardens Owners ¢ Middle Village Property Owners Association ¢ Mitchell
Linden Civic Association ¢« Neponsit Property Owners Association ¢ Newtown Civic Associatione Newtown Historical
Society ¢ North Bellerose Civic Association ¢ North Flushing Civic Association ¢ North Hills Estates Civic Association
+ Northwest Clearview Homeowners Association ¢ Norwood Neighborhood Association ¢ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens
Community Council ¢ Off Broadway Homeowners Association ¢ Our Neighborhood Improvement Association ¢ Our
Neighbors Civic Association of Ozone Park, Inc. ¢ Parkway Village Historical Society ¢ Queensboro Hill
Neighborhood Association ¢ Queens Colony Civic Association ¢ Queens Community Civic Corp. ¢ Queens Village
Civic Association ¢ Ramblersville-Hawtree Civic Association ¢ Richmond Hill Historical Society ¢ Ridgewood
Property Owners and Civic Association ¢ Rockaway Park Homeowners/Residents ¢ Rocky Hill Civic Association ¢
Rosedale Civic Association ¢ Royal Ranch Association ¢ Southeast Queens Concerned Neighbors ¢ South Ozone
Park West Association Civic ¢ Springfield/Rosedale Community Action Association ¢ Station Road Civic Assoc. of
Auburndale ¢ Sunnyside Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ¢ Surrey Estates Civic Association ¢ Union Turnpike
Merchants Association ¢ United Forties Civic Association ¢ United Mutual Veterans Housing, Inc. ¢ Waldheim
Neighborhood Association ¢ Wayanda Civic Association ¢ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ¢« Westmoreland
Association ¢ Woodside Community Council



