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July 7, 2008

Melissa Siegel

DEP Bureau of Legal Affairs

59-17 Junction Boulevard, 19th floor
Flushing, NY 11373
msiegel@dep.nyc.gov

RE: "Amendments to Chapter 16 of Title 15 of the Rules of the City of
New York: Rules for Recreational Use of Water Supply Lands &
Waters"

Dear Ms. Siegel:

On behalf of Queens Civic Congress, a coalition of civic, condo, co-op, homeowner,
merchants, tenant and other organizations representing the entire borough of Queens, I write to
oppose rules changes that would introduce hunting to a wide swath of watershed land.

The proposed rules opening of 17,000 NYC watershed acres would lead to lead
contamination. Further, Queens Civic Congress notes the rules, including an increase in species
to be hunted, extended seasons and various killing methods. would introduce inhumane trapping
on any DEP lands.

DEP ought to schedule hearings to allow an open and honest debate covering the any
reduction in protected species and changes in hunting seasons and methods of killing.

Queens Civic Congress calls for a fair process since these proposed amendments received
virtually no public outreach. Remedy the lack of outreach and notice by an extension of the
Public Comment period from two weeks after July 7, 2008 (two weeks after first June 23 hearing
during school year exams, end of school years, graduation, major vacation and holiday time) to
60 days, August 22, 2008 to allow July vacationers to return home, get informed and comments.

Tank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Corey Bearak

Corey B. Bearak
President
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