The Department of Buildings may finally be taking
seriously the essential problem with self-certification:
that it inevitably leads to corruption.

This Brooklyn architect has been producing projects that
were either non-compliant or non-conforming with the
Zoning Resolution. DOB has finally caught up with
him. The wheels of justice grind fine and very late.

- Patricia Dolan, Executive Vice President, Queens

Civic Congress; chair, Land Use and Planing
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A controversial architect's Brooklyn empire is in danger of crumbling after city officials accused
him of making false or misleading statements on permit applications.

The Buildings Department, acting with the Department of Investigation, yesterday charged
Robert Scarano Jr. - whose buildings have often generated ire for being eyesores - with either
willfully or negligently falsifying documents for two Greenpoint apartment buildings, at 158
Freeman St. and 1037 Manhattan Ave.

The applications were filed in 2000 and 2002.

"\We will not tolerate anyone who knowingly attempts to mislead the department with false
documents," acting Buildings Commissioner Robert LiMandri said.

Scarano faces possible suspension or revocation of his ability to file documents with the DOB if
found guilty after a hearing.
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