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November 11, 2007
Letters to the Editor
The Daily News
450 West 33rd Street
New York, NY 10001

To the editor:

Perhaps unknowingly -- at least one hopes that comes out as the reason - Real Estate columnist
Barbara Corcoran gave Daily News readers incorrect information about paving over front lawns
when she wrote “get a cement truck over there fast.” While the Yards Text Amendment moves
through the approval process, NO ability exists — as of right — for a property owner to pave over a
front lawn to create a driveway. And in the limited circumstances where paving may be
permissible, parking a car in such a location remains illegal. The homeowner should call 311,
his local community board and elected officials about the illegal conditions in his neighborhood.
The Queens Civic Congress and the members of the over 110 group's in our borough-wide
coalition support the Yards Text and identified two needed modifications: reducing the front
yard fence from the proposed four feet to three feet require that it be 50% open and requiring the
proposed 50% planting for the entire property not just for the front yard in R1, R 2, and R 3
zones. Aesthetics is not the only issue at stake. Environmental circumstances dictate the need for
private green space to clean our air, help moderate the air temperature and — as too many
residents learned first hand — prevent flooding.

Last month my predecessor, Sean Walsh wrote the Mayor urging a task force consisting of City
Planning, Environmental Protection, and Parks to oversee reforms to the Zoning Resolution to
complement and ensure our city's greening. On code issues, the Queens Civic Congress hosted
Buildings Commissioner Patricia Lancaster earlier this year and plans a follow-up meeting with a
key agency deputy November 19.

Sincerely,
Corey Bearak, President
[The listing of Queens Civic Congress members appears on the next page. ]

The column can be accessed via the following link:
http://www.nydailynews.com/services/realestate/2007/11/08/2007-11-08 ask barbara.html



http://www.nydailynews.com/services/realestate/2007/11/08/2007-11-08_ask_barbara.html
http://queensciviccongress.org/organization/members.php
http://queensciviccongress.org/meetings/index.php
http://www.queensciviccongress.org/
http://www.nydailynews.com/services/realestate/2007/11/08/2007-11-08_ask_barbara.html

Queens Civic Congress Members
Association of Old Forest Hills ¢ Auburndale Improvement Association ¢ Bayside Civic Database ¢ Bayside Clear-Spring
Council ¢ Bayside Hills Civic Association ¢ Bayswater Civic Association ¢ Bay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc. ¢ Bellaire-
BellVill Civic Association ¢ Belle Harbor Property Owners Association ¢ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association
¢ Bellerose Hillside Civic Association ¢ Bell Park Manor Terrace Community Council ¢ Bowne Park Civic Association
Briarwood Community Association ¢ Cambria Heights Civic Association ¢ Civic Association of Utopia Estates ¢ C.O.M.E.T.
(Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ¢ Concerned Citizens of Laurelton ¢ Cornucopia Society ¢ Creedmoor Civic
Association ¢ Deerfield Area Association ¢ Doug-Bay Manor Civic Association ¢ Douglas Manor Association ¢ Douglaston
Civic Association ¢ Dutch Kills Civic Assn. of Long Island City ¢ East Flushing Civic Association ¢ Federated Block
Associations of Laurelton ¢ Federation of Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ¢ Floral Park Community Council ¢
Flushing Heights Civic Association ¢ Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers Association ¢ Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce ¢
Forest Hills Crescents Association ¢ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ¢ Fresh Meadows Homeowners Association 4
Georgetown Mews ¢ Glendale Civic Association of Queens ¢ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ¢ Greater Astoria Historical
Society ¢ Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ¢ Harding Heights Civic Association ¢ Hillcrest Estates Civic
Association ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #3 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #4
¢ Hollis 11423 Block Association ¢ Hollis Hills Civic Association ¢ Holliswood Civic Association ¢ Hollis Park Gardens
Civic Association ¢ Holly Civic Associationé Hyde Park Gardens Cooperative ¢ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ¢
Jamaica Estates Association ¢ Jamaica Hill Community Association ¢ Juniper Park Civic Association ¢ Kew Gardens Civic
Association ¢ Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners Association ¢ Kissena Park Civic Association ¢ Little Neck Bay Civic
Association ¢ Little Neck Pines ¢ Long Island City Alliance ¢ Malba Civic Association ¢ Meadowlark Gardens Owners ¢
Middle Village Property Owners Association ¢ Mitchell Linden Civic Association ¢ Neponsit Property Owners Association
Newtown Civic Association ¢ North Bellerose Civic Association ¢ North Flushing Civic Association ¢ North Hills Estates
Civic Association ¢ Northwest Clearview Homeowners Association ¢ Norwood Civic Association ¢ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens
Community Council ¢ Off Broadway Homeowners Association ¢ Our Neighborhood Improvement Association ¢ Parkway
Village Historical Society ¢ Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association ¢ Queens Colony Civic Association ¢ Queens
Community Civic Corp. ¢ Queens Village Civic Association ¢ Ramblersville-Hawtree Civic Association ¢ Richmond Hill
Historical Society ¢ Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association ¢ Rockaway Park Homeowners/ Residents ¢ Rocky
Hill Civic Association ¢ Rosedale Civic Association ¢ Royal Ranch Association. ¢ Southeast Queens Concerned Neighbors ¢
South Ozone Park West Civic Association ¢ Springfield/Rosedale Community Action Association ¢ Station Road Civic Assoc
of Auburndale ¢ Sunnyside Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ¢ Surrey Estates Civic Association ¢ Union Turnpike
Merchants Association ¢ United Forties Civic Association ¢ United Neighbors Civic Association ¢ Waldheim Neighborhood

Association ¢ Wayanda Civic Association ¢ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ¢ Westmoreland Association ¢
Woodside Community Council



