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Air Quality in Queens finding the ways that work

Air Pollution Hot Spots in Queens: Time for Solutions
What's the Problem?

Compelling new science shows that living and working near Health Eacts: _ _
heavy traffic can dramatically increase the health risk associated : Thﬁ "fett'_me cancer risk d“gég ‘ti'_'ese' "
with air pollution. Risks of asthma attacks, cancer, heart disease exhaust in Queens is over 500 times the

acceptable EPA standard

and lung impairment all worsen with proximity to heavy traffic. o Compared to over 3000 counties, Queens
Health studies show that living within 500 feet of major roads County’s diesel pollution risk ranks as the
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feet of major roadways. Regional air monitors miss these 300,000 children in NYC have been
pollution "hot spots". Currently, vehicular emissions contribute diagnosed with asthma

more than 91% of the total cancer risk from hazardous air * In 2000, NYC children were almost twice as

likely to be hospitalized because of asthma

pollutants in Queens. It's time to cut traffic, eliminate hot spots attacks than the average U.S. child

and ensure safe and healthy air in every neighborhood.

What's Driving the Problem?

Traffic in New York City: Traffic and roadway congestion are clearly contributing to hot spots

e wastes 200 million gallons of fuel

annually of air pollution. Queens already suffers from clogged roadways from
e costs $13 billion in productivity the Long Island Expwy to the Grand Central Pkway. Cars and trucks

losses stuck in this traffic emit up to three times more pollution than
s Zz‘z‘r’]"syéasrs'ooo tons of pollutants | - yoying vehicles. New York City does not have a comprehensive plan
« slows average traffic speeds to for traffic relief across all five boroughs. Transportation policy is

just 8 mph in rush hour often set without accounting for the true impacts to health. By 2027,

traffic traveling through the outer boroughs to Manhattan is
expected to grow by at least 20%.
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What Can Be Done?

Science and common sense tell us local exposure to air pollutants matter. Every New Yorker deserves to
breathe cleaner air and to have less traffic in their neighborhood.
Here are three things that the City needs to do now:

1. Reduce traffic and congestion: A comprehensive plan to decrease traffic and improve transit must
be developed to protect community health. If traffic to Manhattan dropped by just 15%, key parts
of Queens would feel a significant improvement in rush hour traffic snarls. Long Island City alone
would experience a 27% reduction in traffic.

2. Get the science right: The City must place air monitors near major roadways to accurately assess
the health risk posed to the community.

3. Clean up dirty vehicles: Priority action is needed to stop the pollution from dirty diesel engines
rolling through Queens streets. Filters can cut tailpipe emissions by 90%.

Questions? Email Ramon Cruz at Environmental Defense at LivingCities@environmentaldefense.org
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