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QUEENS CIVIC CONGRESS: DON'T UNDO SUNNYSIDE GARDENS
Testimony submitted to the City Council Zoning Subcommittee, chaired by Council
Member Tony Avella, June 2, 2009
Prepared by Corey Bearak, President

Queens Civic Congress [QCC], the Borough-wide coalition of more than 110 civic,
community, condo, co-operative, homeowner and tenant organizations, urges support for for
Sunnyside Gardens. Now, what one city agency — Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) —
helped protect, another — the Department of City Planning/ City Planning Commission — seeks to
undo by permitting as-of-right changes not otherwise permitted currently in the Sunnyside
Gardens Historic District.

This provision would effectively gut Planned Community (PC) zoning, which aims to
protect the scale and historic open spaces of neighborhoods such as Sunnyside Gardens. Queens
Civic Congress supported the efforts of Sunnyside Gardens residents to secure their historic
district designation, in part because the Department of Buildings failed to adequately enforce PC
zoning's strong protections. The LPC seemed the perfect agency to enforce this PC zoning.

This proposed Department of City Planning zoning revision seeks to emasculate PC
zoning. The LPC still needs to commence its efforts to address district-specific regulations that
might continue these protections that City Planning mindlessly seeks to remove. This includes
permitting - as-of-right - driveways, curb cuts, paving front yards, fences and barriers in common
gardens or across common walkways, building enlargements or additions, garages or carports,
sheds, porches, decks and tree removal — all disallowed under PC Zoning (See
http://www.sunnysidegardens.us/pdf/DCPlan_FactSheet.pdf and
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/sunnyside gardens/index.shtml).

Since this City Planning action smacks of the reverse, Queens Civic Congress
recommends the City Council reject this thoughtless proposal. Thank you
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Queens Civic Congress Members

Association of Old Forest Hills ¢ Auburndale Improvement Association ¢ Bayside Civic Database ¢ Bayside Clear-Spring Council ¢
Bayside Hills Civic Association ¢ Bayswater Civic Association ¢ Bay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc. ¢ Bay Terrace Cooperative
Section 1 ¢ Bellaire-BellVill Civic Association ¢ Belle Harbor Property Owners Association ¢ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic
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Association ¢ Bellerose Hillside Civic Association ¢ Bell Park Manor Terrace Community Council ¢ Bowne Park Civic Association ¢
Briarwood Community Association ¢ Broadway-Flushing Homeowners Association ¢ Cambria Heights Civic Association ¢ Civic
Association of Utopia Estates ¢ C.0.M.E.T. (Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ¢ Concerned Citizens of Laurelton ¢
Cornucopia Society ¢ Creedmoor Civic Association ¢ Deerfield Area Association ¢ Doug-Bay Manor Civic Association ¢ Douglas
Manor Association ¢« Douglaston Civic Association ¢ Dutch Kills Civic Association of Long Island City ¢ East Elmhurst Corona Civic
Association ¢ East Flushing Civic Association ¢ Federated Block Associations of Laurelton ¢ Federation of Civic Associations of
Southeast Queens ¢ Floral Park Community Council ¢ Flushing Heights Civic Association ¢ Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers Association
¢ Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce ¢ Forest Hills Crescents Association ¢ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ¢« Fresh Meadows
Homeowners Association ¢ Georgetown Mews ¢ Glendale Civic Association of Queens ¢ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ¢ Greater
Astoria Historical Society ¢« Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ¢ Harding Heights Civic Association ¢ Hillcrest Estates
Civic Association ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #3 ¢ Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 ¢ Hollis
11423 Block Association ¢ Hollis Hills Civic Association ¢ Holliswood Civic Association ¢ Hollis Park Gardens Association ¢ Holly Civic
Associatione Hyde Park Gardens Cooperative ¢ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ¢ Jamaica Estates Association ¢ Jamaica Hill
Community Association ¢ Juniper Park Civic Association ¢ Kew Gardens Civic Association ¢ Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners
Association ¢ Kew Gardens Improvement Association ¢ Kissena Park Civic Association ¢ Little Neck Bay Civic Association ¢ Little
Neck Pines ¢ Long Island City Alliance ¢ Malba Civic Association ¢ Meadowlark Gardens Owners ¢ Middle Village Property Owners
Association ¢ Mitchell Linden Civic Association ¢ Neponsit Property Owners Association ¢ Newtown Civic Associatione Newtown
Historical Society ¢ North Bellerose Civic Association ¢ North Flushing Civic Association ¢ North Hills Estates Civic Association ¢
Northwest Clearview Homeowners Association ¢ Norwood Neighborhood Association ¢ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens Community Council
+ Off Broadway Homeowners Association ¢ Our Neighborhood Improvement Association ¢ Our Neighbors Civic Association of Ozone
Park, Inc. ¢ Parkway Village Historical Society ¢ Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association ¢ Queens Colony Civic Association
¢ Queens Community Civic Corp. ¢ Queens Village Civic Association ¢ Ramblersville-Hawtree Civic Association ¢ Richmond Hill
Historical Society ¢ Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association ¢ Rockaway Park Homeowners/Residents ¢« Rocky Hill Civic
Association ¢ Rosedale Civic Association ¢ Royal Ranch Association ¢ Southeast Queens Concerned Neighbors ¢ South Ozone Park
West Association Civic ¢ Springfield/Rosedale Community Action Association ¢ Station Road Civic Assoc. of Auburndale ¢ Sunnyside
Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ¢ Surrey Estates Civic Association ¢« Union Turnpike Merchants Association ¢ United Forties
Civic Association ¢ United Mutual Veterans Housing, Inc. ¢ Waldheim Neighborhood Association ¢« Wayanda Civic Association ¢ West
Cunningham Park Civic Association ¢ Westmoreland Association ¢ Woodside Community Council



