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October 30, 2008
Hon. Michael Bloomberg
Mayor
City Hall
New York, NY 10007

Dear Mr. Mayor:

The Queens Civic Congress is a coalition of more than 100 community and neighborhood
based organizations that work on behalf of Queens’ two million residents, at least 350,000 of
whom are over 65.

We are writing to you out of concern for the threatened cuts in federal, state and city
funding for senior services. In these economically challenging times, when the cost of living is
soaring, thousands of Queens seniors are relying more every day on community based senior
programs and support.

At a time when the cost of food, fuel, transportation and housing are rising, cutting funds
for services to the most vulnerable among us is not a thoughtful response to economic
conditions. It is rather an expression of a heartless lack of concern and respect for the New
Yorkers who have given so much to their city and country.

The Queens Civic Congress is troubled that that services for seniors like community
based centers, home delivered meals, case management and transportation are regarded as first
on the list of targets for the bean counters in your administration. Coming on the heels of the
Department for the Aging’s decision to centralize services for seniors in the face of unanimous
expert opinion that stresses community based services for older Americans, these draconian
budget cuts are indefensible.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Corey Bearak

Corey B. Bearak
President
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