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Policy Recommendations

The following are policy recommendations primarily included in the Queens Civic Congress CIVIC2030
platform. Four Borough Neighborhood Preservation Alliance supports these, but has not yet endorsed every
proposal below. HDC supports these all in principle.

¢ Demand closer coordination between, and oversight of the Buildings Department by the Department of City Planning
with regard to DOB interpretation of zoning provisions.

e Support City Council legislation regarding elimination of self-certification

e Improve compliance by increasing inspection and rigid enforcement of zoning and Building Codes by the city DOB and
HPD.

¢ Re-inspect all violations within 30 days and repeat until there is compliance [see Int. No. 203 and A7800 (Brennan)/
S5223 (Padavan)]

e Start a Comstat tracking of complaints for DOB and HPD and maintain in an “open” status all Building and Housing
complaints until physical site inspection is conducted and the violation is cleared (see Int. No. 232).

¢ Mandate the DOB to require applicants to cure all outstanding violations before approval of any new-building permit,
alteration permit or C. of O. (see Int. No. 232) or the sale of premises.

¢ Require that DOB dedicate at least one full-time inspector to each community board as a regular point of contact on
buildings issues, inspections and follow-ups, with no less than two full days per month in the assigned district or as
necessary to meet residents' complaints.

e Establish a multi-agency task force to coordinate services among the fire, buildings department and other agencies, to
report directly to the office of the mayor.

e Require the Police Department to assist and cooperate with the DOB to enforce stop work orders (Int. No. 245) and
increase fines for violation of stop work orders.

¢ Prohibit self-certification for new building or major building alteration permits and for the correction of violations.

¢ Pending elimination of self certification, mandate the random audit of 20 percent of self certified applications within 20
days of filing. Immediately report all proven violations to the State Board of Education and remove privileges for self-
certification and Directive 14 inspections.

¢ Require the Department of Buildings Community Accountability Act, directs DOB to notify community boards and
borough presidents of all construction permits and DOB actions in the district and to issue public reports on all
construction accidents, property damage and dangerous conditions [A7745B (Brennan)/ S5422B (Padavan)].

¢ Prohibits DOB from issuing certificates of occupancy until all adjudicated fines are paid [A7745B (Brennan)/ S5422B
(Padavan)].

¢ Give community boards the right to 30 DOB audits a year and to copies of any plans on file at the DOB [A7745B
(Brennan)/ S5422B (Padavan)].

e Require City licensure of general contractors by a Contractors Licensing Board to allow the City to revoke the licenses
of developer-contractors who willfully violate laws involving safety, workers’ compensation, etc. [A7744A (Brennan)/
S5410A (Padavan)]

¢ Require Independent monitors to improve safety at problematic sites.

For more information, please contact Corey Bearak at (718) 343-6779 or Bearak@aol.com, Raul Rothblatt at
rrothblatt@gmail.com or (718) 857-3150, or Simeon Bankoff at (212) 614-9107, sbankoff@hdc.org.
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