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QUEENS CIVICS QUESTION TIMES ON CONGESTION TAX
Letter to New York Times by Queens Civic Congress Transportation 

Committee Chair James Trent

To New York Times
Letters to Editor
sent via email

To the editor:

I am very confused by conflicting reports in today’s NY Times (Friday, July 13, 
2007).   In  the  Opinion  section  your  editorial  entitled  "Sneezing  at  $500  Million" 
admonished those state leaders who do not return to Albany by July 16, 2007 to pass 
Mayor Bloomberg’s controversial congestion-pricing plan and you advise voters to hold 
them accountable for letting this deadline slip by.
 

In the New York Metro Section of today’s paper "Skepticism in Albany About 
Traffic Plan Deadline" you state that “a state government official with knowledge of the 
Washington meeting said the Mayor himself had urged federal officials to hold firm on 
the July 16 deadline”.  It appears that Mayor Bloomberg is the official responsible for 
setting such a quick deadline on an issue that requires a thorough discussion on all 
aspects of his plan including the hardships it will cause to the working class of New 
York City and the surrounding suburbs.  Why should the Mayor not be admonished for 
backing legislators into a corner by shortening the time period to discuss this issue?
 

Let’s urge our legislators to thoroughly examine this issue and not be rushed into 
a decision by this artificially imposed deadline.
 
James A. Trent
Chair, Transportation Committee
Queens Civic Congress
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Queens Civic Congress Members
Association of Old Forest Hills ♦ Auburndale Improvement Association ♦ Bayside Civic Database ♦ Bayside Clear-Spring 

Council ♦ Bayside Hills Civic Association ♦ Bayswater Civic Association ♦ Βay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc. ♦ Bellaire-
BellVill Civic Association ♦ Belle Harbor Property Owners Association ♦ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association 

♦Bellerose Hillside Civic Association ♦ Bell Park Manor Terrace Community Council ♦ Bowne Park Civic Association ♦ 
Briarwood Community Association ♦ Cambria Heights Civic Association  ♦ Cherry Robinson Homeowners ♦ C.O.M.E.T. 

(Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ♦ Concerned Citizens of Laurelton ♦ Cornucopia Society ♦ Creedmoor Civic 
Association ♦ Deerfield Area Association ♦ Doug-Bay Manor Civic Association ♦ Douglas Manor Association ♦ Douglaston 

Civic Association ♦ Dutch Kills Civic Assn. of Long Island City ♦ East Flushing Civic Association ♦ Federated Block 
Associations of Laurelton ♦ Federation of Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ♦ Floral Park Community Council ♦ 

Flushing Heights Civic Association ♦ Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers Association ♦ Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce ♦ 
Forest Hills Crescents Association ♦ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ♦ Fresh Meadows Homeowners Association ♦ 

Georgetown Mews ♦ Glendale Civic Association of Queens ♦ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ♦ Greater Astoria Historical 
Society ♦ Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ♦ Harding Heights Civic Association ♦ Hillcrest Estates Civic 

Association ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #3 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 
♦ Hollis Hills Civic Association ♦ Holliswood Civic Association ♦ Hollis Park Gardens Civic Association ♦ Holly Civic 

Association♦ Hunters Point Community Coalition  ♦ Hyde Park Gardens Cooperative ♦ Jackson Heights Beautification Group 
♦ Jamaica Estates Association ♦ Jamaica Hill Community Association ♦ Juniper Park Civic Association ♦ Kew Forest 

Neighborhood Association ♦ Kew Gardens Civic Association ♦ Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners Association ♦ Kissena Park 
Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Bay Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Pines ♦ Malba Civic Association ♦ Meadowlark Gardens 
Owners ♦ Middle Village Maspeth Civic Association ♦ Middle Village Property Owners Association ♦ Mitchell Linden Civic 
Association ♦ Neponsit Property Owners Association ♦ Newtown Civic Association ♦ North Bellerose Civic Association ♦ 

North Flushing Civic Association ♦ North Hills Estates Civic Association ♦ Northwest Clearview Homeowners Association ♦ 
Norwood Civic Association ♦ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens Community Council ♦ Off Broadway Homeowners Association ♦  Our 
Neighborhood Improvement Association  ♦ Parkway Village Historical Society ♦ Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association 
♦ Queens Colony Civic Association ♦ Queens Community Civic Corp. ♦ Queens Village Civic Association ♦ Ramblersville-

Hawtree Civic Association ♦ Richmond Hill Historical Society ♦ Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association ♦ 
Rockaway Park Homeowners/ Residents ♦ Rocky Hill Civic Association ♦ Rosedale Civic Association ♦ Royal Ranch 

Association. ♦ Southeast Queens Concerned Neighbors ♦ South Ozone Park West Civic Association ♦ Springfield/Rosedale 
Community Action Association ♦ Station Road Civic Assoc. of Auburndale ♦ Sunnyside Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners 

♦ Surrey Estates Civic Association ♦ Union Turnpike Merchants Association ♦ United Forties Civic Association ♦ United 
Neighbors Civic Association ♦ Utopia Estates Civic Association  ♦ Waldheim Neighborhood Association ♦ Wayanda Civic 

Association ♦ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ♦ Westmoreland Association ♦ Woodside Community Council
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