
 

P.O. Box 238, Flushing, NY  11363  (718) 225-2807   fax: (718) 225-2818
 www.queensciviccongress.org    queensciviccongr@aol.com

  President                Executive Vice Presidents                 Secretary                         Treasurer 
   Sean M. Walsh      Corey Bearak     Patricia Dolan       Seymour Schwartz         James Trent 

Founders                        Vice Presidents 
Robert Harris                Edwin Westley         Richard Hellenbrecht      Paul Kerzner      Nagassar Ramgarib
Albert Greenblatt          David Kulick       Audrey Lucas            Tyler Cassell      Dorothy Woo

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                                                           Contact:
MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2007                                                            Corey Bearak (718) 343-6779
                                                                                                                                   

QUEENS CIVICS CONGRESS HOSTS BUILDINGS DEPT: Where Are We?
The Queens Civic Congress [QCC] hosts a forum, “DOB: Where Are We?” with NYC 

Buildings  Commissioner  Patricia  Lancaster,  at  its  next  general  membership  meeting 
[TONIGHT], April 16, 7:30 p.m., at the Kew Gardens Community Center, Room 202, 80-02 
Kew Gardens Road at Union Turnpike, off Queens Boulevard, announced QCC President Sean 
M. Walsh. 

“Commissioner  Lancaster will  also form a panel with Councilman James Vacca (The 
Bronx), and two QCC Vice Presidents, Paul Kerzner who is President of the Ridgewood Property 
Owners and Civic Association and Richard C. Hellenbrecht, Chair of Queens Community Board 
13 to discuss some of the most persistent problems facing local civics,” stated QCC Executive 
Vice President for Planning Patricia Dolan.  These include  lack of compliance with the Building 
Code and Zoning Resolution, continuing widespread illegal conversion of one and two family 
homes to multiple occupancy, the Buildings Department’s inability to gain access to buildings 
suspected of illegal occupancies or hazardous conditions, the problems and bad impacts cause by 
DOB’s reliance of self-certification of plans for alterations and new buildings and the ongoing 
failure of public agencies to control spiraling overdevelopment in established neighborhoods. 
QCC president Walsh will moderate. 
 

“The Queens Civic Congress affords civic leaders from across the Borough to meet and 
share  concerns  in  an  informal  non-meeting  atmosphere,  meet  key  leaders  from  the  other 
boroughs and chat with elected officials,” said Corey Bearak, QCC Executive Vice President for 
Public Affairs. “As a coalition of 100 civic, community, condo, co-operative, homeowner and 
tenant  organizations,  the  Queens  Civic  Congress  membership  represents  almost  every 
community in the borough.”

-30-    

WHO:          City Buildings Commissioner Patricia Lancaster

WHAT:        Queens Civic Congress forum: “DOB: Where Are We? “

WHEN:        [TONIGHT], April 16, 7:30 p.m.

WHERE:      Kew Gardens Community Center, Room 202, 
80-02 Kew Gardens Road at Union Turnpike, off Queens Boulevard

[Note: Queens Civic Congress Membership follows on the next page]
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Queens Civic Congress Members

Association of Old Forest Hills ♦ Auburndale Improvement Association ♦ Bayside Civic Database ♦ Bayside  Clear-Spring Council ♦ Bayside 
Hills Civic Association ♦ Bayswater Civic Association ♦ Βay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc. ♦ Bellaire-BellVill Civic Association ♦ Belle 
Harbor Property Owners Association ♦ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association ♦Bellerose Hillside Civic Association ♦ Bell Park Manor 
Terrace Community Council ♦ Bowne Park Civic Association ♦ Briarwood Community Association ♦ Cambria Heights Civic Association  ♦ 
Cherry Robinson Homeowners ♦ C.O.M.E.T. (Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ♦ Concerned Citizens of Laurelton ♦ Cornucopia 
Society ♦ Creedmoor Civic Association ♦ Doug-Bay Manor Civic Association ♦ Douglas Manor Association ♦ Douglaston Civic Association 
♦ Dutch Kills Civic Assn. of Long Island City ♦ East Flushing Civic Association ♦ Federated Block Associations of Laurelton ♦ Federation of 

Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ♦ Floral Park Community Council ♦ Flushing Heights Civic Association ♦ Flushing on the Hill 
Taxpayers Association ♦ Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce ♦ Forest Hills Crescents Association ♦ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ♦ 

Fresh Meadows Homeowners Association ♦ Georgetown Mews ♦ Glendale Civic Association of Queens ♦ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ♦ 
Greater Astoria Historical Society ♦ Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ♦ Harding Heights Civic Association ♦ Hillcrest Estates 
Civic Association ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #3 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 ♦ Hollis 
Hills Civic Association ♦ Holliswood Civic Association ♦ Hollis Park Gardens Civic Association ♦ Holly Civic Association♦ Hunters Point 
Community Coalition  ♦ Hyde Park Gardens Cooperative ♦ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ♦ Jamaica Estates Association ♦ Jamaica 
Hill Community Association ♦ Juniper Park Civic Association ♦ Kew Forest Neighborhood Association ♦ Kew Gardens Civic Association ♦ 
Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners Association ♦ Kissena Park Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Bay Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Pines ♦ 
Malba Civic Association ♦ Meadowlark Gardens Owners ♦ Middle Village Maspeth Civic Association ♦ Middle Village Property Owners 

Association ♦ Mitchell Linden Civic Association ♦ Neponsit Property Owners Association ♦ Newtown Civic Association ♦ North Bellerose 
Civic Association ♦ North Flushing Civic Association ♦ North Hills Estates Civic Association ♦ Northwest Clearview Homeowners 

Association ♦ Norwood Civic Association ♦ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens Community Council ♦ Off Broadway Homeowners Association ♦  Our 
Neighborhood Improvement Association  ♦ Parkway Village Historical Society ♦ Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association ♦ Queens Colony 

Civic Association ♦ Queens Community Civic Corp. ♦ Queens Village Civic Association ♦ Ramblersville-Hawtree Civic Association ♦ 
Richmond Hill Historical Society ♦ Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association ♦ Rockaway Action Committee ♦ Rockaway Park 

Homeowners/Residents ♦ Rocky Hill Civic Association ♦ Rosedale Civic Association ♦ Royal Ranch Association. ♦ Southeast Queens 
Concerned Neighbors ♦ South Ozone Park West Civic Association ♦ Springfield/Rosedale Community Action Association ♦ Station Road 

Civic Assoc. of Auburndale ♦ Sunnyside Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ♦ Surrey Estates Civic Association ♦ Union Turnpike 
Merchants Association ♦ United Forties Civic Association ♦ United Neighbors Civic Association ♦ Utopia Estates Civic Association  ♦ 

Waldheim Neighborhood Association ♦ Wayanda Civic Association ♦ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ♦ Westmoreland Association 
♦ Woodside Community Council


	QUEENS CIVICS CONGRESS HOSTS BUILDINGS DEPT: Where Are We?

